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When granite’s
out of style,
they'll be ready

Grranite coumters ans floors of
Fa-unch aak |||.|l||:l. hawe pualed
housimg ssyle foxr vears. Bai high-
el hinene bayess are SLarring o
bramch oaut,

Ar Me. Floor Cos. in Skokie,
cor-owner lgor Murokh has no-
ticed rising demand for wood
planks as wide ax 10 imches,
"Yoa meed wider planks for
Ao in 1he g Freat focms that
pecple are purrting in their hoos
(] Ilh.‘l.'i:r, * he says

A decade apo, H0% ot Mr.
Mugsakh's sales wese i oak and
other matenials natve to the
Ulnieed Sraves. Mow moee then
halt Bns businesd snvodves pmpert-
e wonds. Jaroba from Braml,
pri.h,-ll far ity pagusal |||.1|||1:q.|11:¢'
oodors, i newly popalar, 5o
Brierribsine afi Eufiailely Waen
srands.

= lhenes wli are etvafon e
tally conscioms like hamboo for
5 H_lr'rlluquallll-n. * Mr. H.lll'l?!lh
says. “Bambos i harvessed ablter
just seven oo nine years of growrl,
wiile an cak tree dan take 40
VEETH O e,

Secphen Knutsom, an Evanatos
archizect #nd inerior rewoer,
works with soapatons fo7 goan-
tertops and Gerenan silver for
sk and counberbops, at hive
nimes the price of stainless sreel.

My clients want the anissu-
al,™ he says, “They want wheat
thidr mesgphibors doa't kave.™

Sally MecQuern, 37, wha 12 re-
mideling her Family’s kirchen im
Wilmettr, opred for a counter
top of marble, which is suscepri-
hle g sbging, But M, Mol lseen
decided on a sturdy sealamt 1o
prabect IE alier 4k -..|.|||'\..'.:|rr||'\.':
limestone, tinced concrepe and
reclaimed hasdwoodi.

“Kifchens are all designed
atound rends, and for a while
i granige has boem the erend,”
shie says. “But [ chink it will loak
dated in 4 few Vean when peuaple
move on ie something else. Mar-
Ble, toogne, os clasase and fame-
fess.”™
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Some see glimmers of activity, even amid glut
of $1M houses; ‘coming out of this dark period’

57 L ILEE MERFHT

Lok past the hankruptsion,
terechosnres and empty sahdng-
pioes  ground Chicags  asdd
you'll see & faint scirring of ac
civity in hagh-rmed home sales,
Buyers are recurnisg o open
howses, in MM Canes [0 bour
homes thar were cavom buils
for buvers who ultimarely
backed our of their deals. O
ers aee back wn the marker foe
theat aWwh  cuklam  hosssi:
Buiddees ase  Delding  Sone
phone calls and cwea Raying

plina ot sime §peculiEne g

eith Bere 3ol therr.

18 foex early for prodct a bona-
hde reoovery in the high-end
magkes, There & shll 3 b inven-
tory of umaold hopees pusced
ahove 51 millBon ™ work
throogh. But  luxury  hoome-
builders bebeve the wormt of the
severe downoamm i over. Mam
expect oo by banting for empoy
loes where they can sink sew
firemsda ons in coming months.

“Houses round here Bave
seirred  selling  agaen. We're
ecoiming oul of this dack peensd
we've bbea (" aavi Pagrick
Richard, 55, owner al Hichier

gh-end hope

Butlders LLC i Liberryvalle, He
Iomnded ghe i 1 157 =ty
his ealeulsison, Bive recessions
age. Al ane liss & the 17904,
Mg, Rachier wan buildmg m 4
dogen local subdivisions samul-
fancosndy, & year ago, b didn’t
have a single new chene i sight

"The phone Bbad stopped
ringmg." b says.

Mow he ha nime acive
chienss and 15 20 encowraged
that be's breaking ground be
fore sammer on his first spec
hoase=—winl s comtracy buy
et==in nearly three years. lnwill
e spread owver 4,400 sguare
Beet and casey 4 prace ol neatly

$0.% milhea. =By the time 2%
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